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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
1/7/2009 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 16-19 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 

forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 16-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent 6,963,363 to Ohmura in view of U.S. Patent Application 
Publication 2003/0117513 to Anderson. 
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5. With respect to claim 16 Ohmura discloses, in Fig. 1-11 , An imaging apparatus 
(Fig. 1) comprising: an image capture unit (202) (column 3 lines 46-48); a generating 
unit (204) that generates authentication data used to authenticate whether image data 
acquired by the image capture unit is altered (column 3 lines 50-52 and column 10 lines 
10-15; where the water mark is the authentication data); a recording unit (206) that 
records the image data acquired by the image capture unit (202) and the authentication 
data generated by the generating unit (204) in a removable recording medium (column 
3 lines 57-61); a set unit that sets one of a first mode in which the recording unit records 
the image data acquired by the image capture unit together with the authentication data 
in the removable recording unit and a second mode in which the recording unit records 
the image data acquired by the image capture unit without the authentication data in the 
removable recording medium (column 7 lines 1-7); an input unit (102) that inputs an 
image capture instruction (column 3 lines 37-38); a display unit (101); and a control unit 
(209) that controls the display unit (101) (column 4 lines 10-11) in accordance with the 
mode set by the set unit (column 3 lines 34-37 and column 9 line 43 through column 10 
line 2). 

6. Ohmura does not expressly disclose the control unit controlling the display unit 
in the first mode so as to display an image relating to the image data which the image 
capture unit acquired in accordance with the image capture instruction and an additional 
information indicating that the authentication data is recorded with the image data in 
response to the image capture instruction, and the control unit controlling the display 
unit in the second mode so as to display an image relating to the image data which the 
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image capture unit acquired in accordance witli tine image capture instruction but not to 
display the additional information. 

7. However, Official Notice (MPEP § 21 44.03) is taken that both the concepts and 
advantages of displaying an Indication that an image is watermarl<ed when displaying 
the image are well known and expected in the art. At the time the invention was made, 
it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art to have displayed a 
presence of water mark indicator when displaying images as in Ohmura so that a user 
would be able to visually verify the image is protected against copyright infringement 
when viewing said image. 

8. Ohmura in view of the Examiner's Official Notice does not disclose displaying 
the water mark indicator in the fashion as claimed. 

9. However, in analogous art, Anderson teaches, in Fig. 1-4, a display system in a 
digital camera (paragraph 25-26) that has a controller (207) to display an image 
immediately after capture (paragraph 31) along with overlays that comprise information 
about the image (paragraph 29; where the information comprises things such as 
overlays and date and time stamps). Therefore, Anderson teaches disclose the control 
unit controlling the display unit in the first mode so as to display an image relating to the 
image data which the image capture unit acquired in accordance with the image capture 
instruction and an additional information indicating that the authentication data is 
recorded with the image data in response to the image capture instruction, and the 
control unit controlling the display unit in the second mode so as to display an image 
relating to the image data which the image capture unit acquired in accordance with the 
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image capture instruction but not to display tine additional information as Ohmura 
discloses attaching watermark information (first mode) or not attaching water mark 
information (second mode) and indicating the presence of the watermark would then 
correspond to the mode as It Is being instantly reviewed after capture. 

1 0. At the time the invention was made it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill In the art to have displayed the watermarked image with a watermarked Icon as 
taught by Ohmura in view of the Examiner's Official Notice immediately after capture as 
taught by Anderson, for doing so would allow the user immediate review of the picture 
that was just taken and if they are not satisfied with the picture he/she may simple 
discard that picture and shoot again (paragraph 31 of Anderson). 

1 1 . With respect to claim 17 Ohmura in view of Anderson teaches wherein the 
control unit controls the display unit in the first mode so as to display the image relating 
to the image data acquired by the image capture unit and the additional information 
before the recording unit records the image data and the authentication data as the 
review of the image is immediately after capture (see paragraph 31 of Anderson). 

1 2. With respect to claim 18 Ohmura in view of Anderson teaches wherein the 
generating unit generates the authentication data when the display unit displays the 
image relating to the image data acquired by the image capture unit and the additional 
Information for similar reasons discussed above with respect to claim 16. 

1 3. With respect to claim 19 Ohmura in view of Anderson teaches a memory (207 
of Ohmura), wherein the Image capture unit acquires the Image data In response to the 
image capture instruction and stores the image data in the memory (column 3 lines 37- 
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38 and column 3 lines 57-60), wherein the control unit controls the display unit in the 
first mode so as to display a reduced image of the image data stored in the memory and 
the additional information (paragraph 36 of Anderson), and wherein the recording unit 
records the image data stored in the memory with the authentication data in the 
removable recording medium in the first mode (column 7 lines 1-7 of Ohmura). 



Conclusion 

14. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• U.S. Patent 6,137,534 to Anderson 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DANIEL M. PASIEWICZ whose telephone number is 
(571)272-5516. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00AM to 5:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sinh Tran can be reached on (571 )272-7564. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding tine status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



DMP 

February 27, 2009 
/Sinh N Iran/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2622 



